Summary

Almost 60 percent of our electricity supply comes from damsâ€”compared to just 16 percent globallyâ€”and only China squeezes more electricity out of its rivers than we do.

Despite the virtues of hydro power, dams can only reduce emissions indirectly.

Behind the question of whether dams are a climate solution lies a more fundamental question: is hydro actually clean, as utilities and governments regularly assert?

Thus, a WWF report says, "Dams destroy the ecology of river systems by changing the volume, quality, and timing of water flows downstream."

Manitoba Hydro alone has spent over $700 million to address damages from its "clean" hydro projects.

In June, four other First Nations joined Manitoba Hydro in announcing the start of construction on the 695 MW, $5.6 billion Keeyask dam.

These assumptions are that hydro is clean; that demand for electricity will grow; and that the primary alternative to more hydro is fossil-fuel generation.

Finally, dams do not reduce GHG emissions per se.

Apart from a demonstrated continental commitment to dramatically reduce emissions (and energy demand), the case for hydro as a climate solution is, for the industry, a rather convenient truth.

